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PoLiticat. 


Tas Arya Darpan, of the 10th October, says that bothjFrance and 
China are making vast preparations for war. 
America is trying to prevent the war by acting 
ediator between the two countries. For this purpose the American 


The F ranco-Chinese war. 


as m 


Ambassador waited upon the Chines Prime Minister. But the latter did not 
entertain Very favourably this proposal for mediation. It appears from this 
that the war will not soon end, and much blood will be shed. It is also said 
that the French are shewing hostility to the English. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


9, The Samvad Purnachandrodaya, of the 24th September, says that 

wip tivetenant-Governct end the the Commission appointed by the Lieutenant- 

Calcutta Municipality. Governor under section 28 commenced its 

sittings on last Monday. Mr. Thompson is so much averse to the Commis- 

sjoners that he has been deaf to all representations in their favour. 

Mr. Thompson is now in his dotage. The influence of others has changed 
him. | 

8. The same paper says that the distinction made between native and 
Kuropean criminals has filled it with despair. 
The writer says that, inasmuch as Englishmen 
are acquitted even when guilty of most heinous offences, Government 
should plainly exempt them from criminal trial. The writer now clearly 
sees that courts have been established in. all parts of India only for the 
punishment of natives. Natives will meekly suffer such injustice, inasmuch 
as they are conquered, but God will surely punish Englishmen for such 
Injustice. 

4, The Bharat Mitra, of the 25th September, says that the education, 
which is now given to Indians at much expense, 
; does not fit them for following independent 
professions, but makes them dependent upon Government service for bread. 
People are not taught here as in Europe various arts and manufactures. 
The wretched condition of India will not be improved so long as_ technical 
education is not given to Indians. High education, says the writer, should 
beimparted to Indians in Sanskrit and English. 

o. The Sulabh Samdchdr, of the 27th September, says that Mr. Croft’s 

Se resolution on the discipline of students will 
rline of svudente oD OD the disci he soon submitted to Government for considera- 

| tion. He is against the control of students 
with the aid of the Penal Code. ‘The writer, too, is of the same opinion. 
He hopes that Government will now adopt proper means for the discipline 
of students, 

6. The same paper contains a poem (communicated) in which the 
writer tells the moon not to shine upon India, 
which is full of despair and misery, and which 


English criminals, 


Technical education. 


The slavery of India. 


has lost its independence. 

“. The Urdu Guide, of the 27th September, says that the local Govern- 
ments have now, as required sent in their 
reports upon the memorial submitted to Lord 
| Ripon by the National Mahommedan Associa- 
lon, setting forth the grievances and wants of the Mussulman comuunity 
of India, and praying for their removal. Lord Ripon’s decision upon 
the subject only remains to be made. The writer says that the statements 
wade in the memorial about the grievances of the Mussulman community 


0s Ripon and the wants of Mussul- 
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are true. The Mussulmans repose entire confidence in Lord Ripon, who ; 
a sincere friend of natives, and hope that he will supply their wants. 0 13 


nts, 
8. The Prabhdti, of the 3rd October, says that a formidable con. | 
Siiaihie dh valve task spiracy is being made both here and in Eno|,_, 
agging of native papers, 


| for gagging the native papers. The Beat 
man and the Pioneer, strong in the support of the officials, are making all ie 
of accusations against those papers. The Defence A ‘ 


sociation is secretly 
aiding them. The Lnughshman and the Proneer are saying that the native 


papers of Bengal, especially the Bengali papers, are making the people 
hostile to Government; and that they should be gagged in order to eNsure 
the safety of the Government. The Z2mes and other English Papers also 
are saying so. It is rumoured that the Anglo-Indians of Calcutta will 
request Lord Dufferin upon his arrival in India to reimpose the Press Ag 
The high officials will, it is said, assist them. But the paper does not 
believe that a Liberal Viceroy will increase the discontent of the people by 
adopting an illiberal policy. 

9. The Prabhati, of the 4th October, says that Indians have no 


: | longer any hope that Anglo-Indians will 4 
Natives and Anglo-Indians, then justice or treat them well. Anil 
Indians are becoming more and more hostile to natives day by day. They are 


determined to place obstacles in the way of the improvement of the condition 
of natives. Every official from the Magistrate to the Provincial Governor 
and from the District Judge to the Chief Justice of the High Court js 
giving proofs of his hearty dislike of natives by words and deeds. If any 
Anglo-Indian makes the slightest effort for benefiting natives, he is hated 
by the Anglo-Indian Community. Indians should appeal to the English people 
in England who have given many proofs of their sympathy with them if 
they want to save themselves from the evil consequences of the hostility of 
Anglo-Indians and if they want that the aspirations awakened in their 
hearts by the English should be fulfilled. 


10. The Sulabh Samachar, of the 4th October, is glad that natives 

Rename ne ce ree have been declared eligible for the higher 
F ’ "posts in the Opium Department. 

1]. The same paper says:—Famine has made its appearance in many 
Famine in various parts of the pro. Places in Beerbhoom, Moorshedabad, and 
— Dinagepore. Many comparatively poor fam: 
lies of those places have to depend for food upon rich men. The local 
Magistrates are seeing the distress of the people with their own eyes. 
Every one is asking why the Lieutenant-Governor has not yet adopted any 
means to remove the distress. We know that Government is responsible 
for any loss of life that may occur. Of what use will assistance be if itis 
rendered when people have died of starvation ? All persons who have come 
from thos famine—afflicted places admit the necessity of assistance. 

12. The same paper, poipeving to the railway—accident which 0 

PE ea place near Aranghata station on 3a 

Tar rey See = eee Wednesday night, ioe that a friend of the 
writer, who was in the train ut the time of the accident, says that not more 
than three or four carriages and the engine of the passenget 
train were injured. He says that 20 or 25 persons have lost their lives an 
about 50 persons have been wounded. Government should enquire into 
the truth of these statements, 


13. The Prabhdtt, of the 6th October, says that no Viceroy after 


Lord Ripon. Canning can be compared to Lord Ripon. 


, No Viceroy has ever shewn so much eagernry 
to benefit natives. Though it is true that Lord Ripon has not been able 


to do any of those things which he promised to do, and that the repeal of 
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the Press Act is the only benefit which Indians have derived from his 
jministration, he cannot be blamed much if the difficulties with which 
he had to contend are considered. He could not rule arbitrarily. He 
had to act according to the opinion of the Members of his Council who 
are hostile to natives. When Major Baring was In the Council, Lord Ripon 
gag stronger. He then rebuked ‘Bir James Fergusson for his resolution 
about self-government. But he is not now rebuking Mr. Thompson 
though he is committing much oppression. Baboo Romesh Chunder would 
not have been appointed as officiating Chief J ustice if Major Baring had not 
been in the Council. Natives will always remain grateful to Lord Ripon for 
ye abolition of the Press Act. He has also made arrangements for the 
purchase of Indian articles for the use of Government in order to encourage 
native manufactures. If this practice is invariably followed natives will be 
benefited. ‘That all the provinces of India have not yet obtained the right of 
self-government is due only to the liberality of the Provincial Governors. 
Lord Ripon has also tried his bestto repeal the Arms Act and to have the 
sandard of age for the Indian Civil Service Examination raised. He has also 
made a good arrangement for the education of natives in England at the 
expense of Government. Lord Ripon is a sincere wellwisher of India. 
Indians will lay themselves open to the charge of ingratitude if they do 


not take any steps to express their gratitde to Lord Ripon at the time of 
his departure from the country. 


14, The Samvad Purnachandrodaya, of the 8th October, praises 


i oe Mr. Cotton for nobly refusing the offer made 


by the municipality of Rs. 500 per month 
during the time in which he will act as the representative of the Commis- 


sioners on the Commission under section 28 of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act. Mr. Cotton has said that he cannot take money for rendering a 
service to the public. How many noble minded men like Mr. Cotton are 


there among the Civilians? It can be safely said that the Commissioners 
have selected the right man as their representative. 


15. The Prabhatt, of the 8th October, says that the recent collision at 
_ Aranghata was due to the negligence of the 
stata ut THllway accident at Arane driver of the goods train. English news- 
; papers are saying that the station-master who 
signalled both to the passenger train and the goods train which were coming 
from opposite sides that the line was clear is responsible for the collision. The 
writer says that the station-master adopted every possible precaution to pre- 
vent the collision. There cannot be the slighest doubt that the driver of the 
goods train did not notice the red light which is the signal of danger, as he 
was dead drunk at the time. The pointsman bas said in his evidence that 
the driver was seated on a bench by the engine at that time. From this it 
appears that he sat on the bench and entrusted the khalasi with the manage- 
mentof the engine. The railway authorities have expressed the desire of mak- 
ing further enquiries as to the collision in secret. The writer says that such 
enquiries should be publicly made; at least the results of the enquiries 
should be made known to the public, If this is not done, suspicions will be 
awakened in the public mind. The writer hopes that Major Conway 
Gordon will not conceal the real truth. 


16. The Prabhdtt, of the 9th October, says that everybody knows that 
Wiihiinesel etic drivers take wine with them when they drive 


. railway carriages. The railway authorities 
: y see that they are not drunk at the time of taking charge of the engine ; 
it they take no steps to prevent their getting drunk on the way. It is 


‘Tue that the station-master can make a drunken driver leave the engine, 
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but they cannot often do so, because drivers cannot be at all times had 
the intermediate stations. at 


17. The same paper says that the extreme haste with which the t,3: 
of persons killed in the railway laa e 


has awaked SUSpi- 
has 


The railway accident at Aran- Aranghata were interred 

yhata. ° : . ‘ 
cion in the public mind. The writer 

heard many persons say that two or three hundred persons have died in ¢ 

sequence of the accident. The authorities have wounded the religious feelings 

of both Hindus and Mussulmans by interring the dead persons of all races in 

the same hole. They did not inter the bodies of Europeans in this disgracefy| 


manner. They sent the bodies of Europeans in coffins to Calcutta for 


On- 


decent burial. One’s blood boils within one’s veins when one thinks that 
Hindus and Mussulmans were thrown into a hole like dogs. All the dead 


persons had some property or other with them. The railway authorities 
should see that the relatives of those persons get these properties. 


18. The same paper says that three students of the Campbell Medical 
School tried to render assistance to the persons _ 


The railway accident at Aran- wounded in the Aranghata railway accident: 
ghata. ++: 

but the railway authorities not only did not 
accept their assistance, but told them to leave the place. 


19. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 9th October, says that it js 
a matter of deep regret that Government has, 
in order to gain its own point, severely cen- 
sured an upright and able officer like Mr. Harrison who has worked ve 
hard to improve the health of Calcutta. Mr. Thompson’s last letter to 
Mr. Harrison has astonished the writer. 


20. The Arya Darpan, of the 10th October, says:—The Hon'ble 
Mr. Rivers Thompson is the ruler of so vast 
a Province as Bengal. It is desirable that 
he should govern impartially. But he is not acquiring a good name owing to 


Mr. Harrison. 


Mr. Thompson. 


the events which are happening, one after another, under his administration. | 


Formerly he gave many proofs of his conscientiousness, But his mind not 
being quite strong, he is committing many errors. It is a very difficult task 
to govern a country justly and impartially. Mr. Thompson’s strength 
being not of a very high order, he is unable to govern in a completely just 
and righteous spirit. Under him Magistrates guilty of oppression, far 
from being punished, are being promoted. Under his eyes the police is 
oppressing the students: but the police is not being punished for that. 
Recently another charge has been preferred against him, viz. that his 
relatives are obtaining high places by superseding abler men. It is said 
that recently a relative of his, Mr. H. H. O’Doyly, has been appointed to a 
high post. We have read in newspapers that not only his own relatives, but 
the proteges of his officials also are obtaining high places. If this 1s true, 
Mr. Thompson will never be able to acquire a good name. We are of opiion. 
that rulers should be free from such faults. If Mr. Thompson cannot be 
free from such faults, how will he be able to govern satisfactorily ? [f men 
are appointed in this way, good men will not be obtained. If one appoints 
several worthless persons to high posts because one possesses power, the 
duties attached to those posts will never be satisfactorily discharged. 
Instead of this system the system of appointment by competitive examina- 
tion should be introduced. In that case able men will not have to depend 
upon the patronage of others for posts, and such men will be obtained. 
We hope tiat the Lieutenant-Governor will fill up vacancies in such 3 
manner that he may not be guilty of the above offence. That alone} 
consistent with just and impartial government. 
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01. The same paper says that the railway accident at Shamnagore 
: is still in the memory of men. Another rail- 
idents in the Eastern ; 
ei the want of double Way accident occurred at Aranghata last week, 
a Now that two terrible railway accidents have 
surred in the Hastern Bengal Railway, the authorities should direct their 
ation to the matter. Probably the want of double lines in that 
oo ‘; the cause of such collisions. Government has now become the 
eaieiot of the Eastern Bengal Railway. If it lays double lines such 


accidents will not take place. 


RAJKKRISHNA MUKUHOPADHYAYA, Mua. & BL, 
Bengali Translator. 
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